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OPENING OF THE MISSISSIPPL

By JORN
CHAPTER XXXIX.

GEN. BANKS ON “THE TECHE.”

Banks Tries to Capture Taylor—Narrow
Escape at Bisland—Advance to Alex-
andria—Work of the Gumboats—Or-
ganizing Negro Troeps—Halleck's Dis-
aatisfaction With Banks—Back te Port
Hudson.

Gen. Halleck was much disappointed
that Gen. Banks did not attack Port
Hudson while Farragut was steaming
by, and take the place. In his report
for 1863 Halleck says:

“Had our land forces invested Port
Hudson at this time, it could easily
have been reduced, as its garrison was
weak.”

Halleck was as much in error as he|
frequently was, and there was no ex-|
cuse for this error, as when his report
was written he must have known that
the garrison was at that time at its
greatest strength. Gen, Gardner's re-
port shows that on March 31 he had
20,388 present, of whom 16,287 were|
fit for duty. With his 15,000 men
Banks could not have attacked these
with any hope of success. To have sat
down for a siege would have been an
invitation for Pemberton or Johnston
to send down enough men to scatter
the Army of the Gulf, and perhaps re-
cover New Orleans.

Banks was therefore right in retiring
to the works around Baton Rouge,
where he left Augur’s Division. He
sent Grover and Emory to resume the
work of clearing out the Teche country
and disposing of Dick Taylor.

Banks himself went directly to New
Orleans to give personal attention to
some of the details of administration of
that troublesome city.

Gen. Dick Taylor had cherished the
hope that by hovering near New Or-
leans he might capture the city by tak-
ing advantage of some event on the
east side of the river. He tried hard to

bring Kirby Smith and J. B. Magruder
into cooperation with his_plans and

{

movements, but had little siccess. But
little more was heard of Magruder
after his capture of Galveston. His

convivial habits were getting in their
effects upon him.

Taylor, with his headquarters at
Franklin, La., had established himself
in strong fortifications at Fort Bisland,
near where the New Orleans & Ope-
lousas Railroad reached Bayou Teche,
80 miles west of New Orleans. He had
in the neighborhood of 5,000 effectives,
though report greatly magnified that
number,

Banks made an excellent plan for
surrounding and capturing him, but
the execution of the same was sadly
delayed, partly by the halting incoher-
ence which always characterized
Banks's management, partly by the
lack of transportation facilities, and
partly by the overflowed condition of
the whole country, which greatly re-
tarded movements. Banks was not a
man of commanding energy and force,
who could compel the zealous co-ordi-
nation of his subordinates, or had any
of that vehement purpose of Lyon,
Grant, Sheridan and Sherman which
would improvise means and turn the
resources of the ceountry to his advan-
tage. Weitzel, Grover, Emory and T.
W. Sherman were all good, faithful sol-
diers of more than usual abillty, but
they were not men of enterprise and
aggressiveness, and always needed
above and behind them some master
mind who would supply them with the
requisite impulse. Banks was not cap-
able of this,

Provoking Delays.

Though Banks had left Port Hudsan
on March 15, to begin his movement
against Taylor, and started Emory and
Grover on the short march across the
country to join Weitzel at Brashear
City, it was not until the 10th of April,
or nearly a month later, that he had
his little army of 17,000 in hand to be-
gin operations. Banks himself arrived
at Brashear City April 8, and two pre-
cious days were lost before Weitzel's
Brigade and Emory's Division began
crossing Berwick Bay, to move directly
upon Taylor at Fort Bisland.

Slow as these movements were, they
strangely enough caught Dick Taylor
napping. Taylor was a man of great
intelligence and activity, and had the
highest opinion of his own abilities. In
his very bright book, ‘“‘Destruction and
Reconstruction,” he is very liberal in
his criticisms of everybody—Union and
Confederate—and takes no pains to
conceal his own opinien of his superi-
ority to all of them. In spite of all this,
and in spite of the weeks that Banks
had taken to prepare, Taylor had no
fdea what was impending, and was act-
ually preparing to cross the Berwick
Bay and attack Weitzel, when he was
surprised by Weltzel's men coming
across the bay to attack him.

Banks's plan was to move directly
onto Taylor's front with Weitzel and
Emory, while Grover went up Grand
Lake on transports, convoyed by small
gunboats, and placed his division aeross
Taylor's only line of retreat at Irish
Beéend. With Banks's great superiority
of force this could have been done
casily, if the eommanders had been
equal to their opportunity. Banks had
17,000 men, where Taylor had probably
not over 5,000.

But it took Grover two days to get
his division on the transports, and then
he met with all manner of mishaps. A
fog stopped his sailing. One of his ves-
sels grounded, and had to be gotten off
before the expedition proceeded. When
he reached his landing place, it was
under water, and another had to -be
found, and it was not until 4 o'clock P-
m., April 13, four days after starting
from Brashear City, that Grover finally
got his troops ashore. Even then he
still had time to cut off Tavlor's retreat
if he had acted with ordinary energy.
Put he suffered a small body of the
enemy to arrest him until Taylor could
be informed of the terrible danger.

In the meanwhile Banks had been
slowly moving up the Teche, waiting
anxiously to hear the sound of Grover's
guns. By nightfall of April 13 Taylor's
men, after some fighting, had been
forced back into Fort Bisland, and
Emory and -Weitzel had gained good
positions from which to assault as soon
a3 they could hear Grover's cannon.

Taylor Escapes From the TPrap.

This welcome intelligence was not
borne upon the wings of the wind, and
as our pickets heard sounds in the
rebel ecamp which they interpreted as
of the enemy evacuating, Banks be-
came satisfied that the eunemy must
have been warned of Grover's ap-
proach, and gave orders for a general
assault at daylight. Taylor was, how-
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his retreat. Early in the morning he
met Grover advancing without much
plan or energy against his onl'y road.
Taylor promptly struck Birge’'s Bri-
gade, which had the advance, in flank,
and forced it back. While Grover was
cautiously developing his line of battle,
Taylor, assisted by the fire of the cap-
tured gunboat Diana, rushed by him,
and escaped with nearly all his men,
his greatest loss being conscripts who
took the opportunity to desert to the
Union lines.

In the meanwhile Weitzel and Emory
had been pushing forward, not too
eagerly, in pursuit.

%Ve )Iost a.lt:.' Bisland 40 killed and 184
wounded, and at Irish Bend, from

ed, and 30 missing. The Confederate
loss was not reported, but it was very
great in prisoners and deserters. Tho_y
also lost two gunboats and all their
transports. They blew up and burned
all these but one, which we captured.

Grover's Division, 49 killed, 274 wound-}

furnishing an immense supply of this
needed condiment. It was by far the
best source of salt for the Southern
Confederacy, which suffered from its
scarcity. The Confederate Government
had seized it and was controlling the
distribution of the product to the
country. The deposit of salt rises
close to the surface and has only to be
quarried in blocks, which are broken
up into clear crystal fragments and
yield the finest table salt. Banks or-
dered Grover to destroy the works, and
Grover sent on this errand Col. Wil-
liam K. Kimball with the 12th Me.,
41st Mass., one company of the 24th
Conn., and a section of Nims's DBat-
tery. Kimball burned all the buildings
and destroved the engines and tools,
with 600 barrels of sait. While this
was being done a number of important
factories, including twe cannon foun-
dries in New lberia, were destroyed,
with a large quantity of supplies for
the Confederate army.

April 17 Grover led the pursuit to-
ward Vermillionville, while Banks with
Weitzel and Emory marched along the
Teche to St. Martinsville, Early in
ihe afternoon Grover caught =ight of
the rear guard of Taylor's retr:oaling
army about two miles distant in the
act of crossing the Vermillion, Grov-
er attacked it, but did not succeed in
preventing the enemy from burning
the important bridges across the
bavou, with the result that the next
two days were spent in rebuilding
these, and Weitzel's advance was di-
verted from St. Martinsville to come

While it was a considerable sue-

to the assistance of Grover. Similar
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cess, it was not at all what it should
have been.

Gen. Banks marched forward—it
would be a misuse of the word to say
he pushed on—in pursuit of Taylor,
who, knowing the country thoroughly,
was able to embarrass him at every
step, and with a comparatively small
force take advantage of the difficult
crossings and the narrow causeways
through the swamps. Taylor's army
was®, however, rapidly going to pileces,
as Banks must have known from the
numerous deserters and prisoners. Still,
he did not act with the energy that
these facts should have inspired.

He has been much criticised for giv-
ing the advance to Gen. Grover instead
of Gen., Weitzel. Gen. Weitzel was
thoroughly acquainted with the coun-
tryv, which he had carefully studied.
Grover at that time much outranked
Weitzel, having been a Captain of some
yvears’ standing in the Regular Army
at the outbreak of the war, where
Weitzel had been only recently pro-
moted to a First Lieutenancy, and hav-
ing been commissioned a Brigadier-
General, April 14, 1862, where Weitzel
did not get a similar commission until
Aug. 28, 1862. There was no braver
soldier in the army than Cuvier Grov-
er, none more zealous or more alert,
but he was by nature cautious and con-
servative, with a high respect for the
exact letter of his orders. These
qualities naturally made him the re-
verse of enterprising and aggresegive.
Grover was born in Maine, and gradu-
ated with high rank in the class of
1850. He had some years of exper-
ience In Indian fighting in the Waest,
and became a Captain of the 10th U.
8., Sept. 17, 1858, He was commlis-
sloned a Brigadier-General of Volu:-
teers and gained a brevet of Licuten-
ant-Colonel for gallant work at Wil-
liamsburg and of Colonel for Falr
Oaks. He was later to do splendid ser-
vice with his division at Winchester,

Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek. He
died June 6, 1885,
Occupation of New Iberia.
On the afternoon of April 16 the

army reached New Iberia, where the
roads parted, the right-hand one lead-
ing to St. Martinsville, following the
windings of the Teche, while the left-
hand one led directly to Opelousas by
the way of Vermillionville, While not
a large place, New lberia was and re-
mains a very important point in west-
ermt “Louisiana. It is the capital of
Iberia Parish, and Is about 100 miles
In a direct line west of New Orleans,
and the center of a rich and productive
district. It is the end of the low,
swampy region and the beginning of
the magnificent plains and broad prat-
ries where the rich grasses, flourishing
in the light soil, feed immense herds
of small but fat beeves and equally
small but strong horses. There the
bayous become small rivers and the
gently undulating ground rises toward
the north. Near the right bank of the
Teche runs a narrow ribbon of bluffs
which form the western margin of the
great swamps of the Atchafalaya. The
streams are bordered with magnificent
groves of live-oaks, magnolias and pe-
cans. Everywhere the gin-houses were
found full of cotton of previous crops,
but the plowed flelds were given over
to the raising of corm for the armies
and people, to supplement the limitless
stock of cattle. Therefore the import-
ance of the country to the Confeder-
acy.

On Petite Anse Island, about 12
miles to the southwest, were the fam-
ous Avery Salt Works, working a won-

ever, employing the darkress to effect

Aarfully rich devnosit of rock salt and

THE LOWER LOUISIANA COUNTRY.
(Shaded portion swampy.)

fil-luck attended Emory's advance on
the Teche, where he was unable to pre-
vent the enemy from burning the
bridges, and we have another story of
mishaps on account of a courier with
important orders losing his way. Banks
brought everything over to the support
of Grover. Instead, however, of Tay-
lor menacing him with an attack he
was putting all speed into his heels to
get away. April 19 the army finally
crossed the Vermillion and  without
meeting any opposition continued its
march the next day to Opelousas, the
most importang town in that seection, It
is about 60 miles west of Baton Rouge
and 150 miles west-northwest of New
Orleans,

Work of the Gunbonts.
Early in the operations in Louisiana
it was found absolutely necessary to

have light vessels armed with guns
heavier than field piccess to co-operate

with the movements of the troops and
meet similar craft employed by the
Coenfederates. The most avallable

boats at hand were taken and fitted
out hastily from the funds of the army,
and four of these boats, the Estrella,
Arizona, Clifton and Calhoun, under
Lieut.-Commander A. P. Cooke, ac-
companied Banks on his movement to
the Teche. They helped ferry Emory
and Weitzel over Berwick Bay, and
then went to assist the army transports
in carrying Grover's Division up Grand
Lake to Irish Bend. As soon as the
troops were clear of thelr decks the
gunboats did good work in driving off
the enemy’'s batteries which were op-
posing the landing. The rebels found
after a few rounds that their field guns
were no match for the nine-inch shells
sent at them from these little craft.
After the destruction of the enemy’'s
gunboats and transports at Irish Bend,
Taylor sent back with all haste to Al-
exandria for the assistance of more
gunboats from the Red River. The
enemy had rafsed Col. Ellet's formida-
ble Queen of the West, which they had
captured from him 10 weeks before,
and with little difficulty had fitted her
for further service. She was brougnt
down the Atchafalaya with two other
boats, the Grand Duke and the Mary
T., and April 13 the lookouts on our
gunboats saw thelr smoke ecoming down
Lake Chicot. At daylight April 14
the Queen of the West and Mary T.
came through Chicot Pass to attack
the Union boats, and Cooke forming
the Estrella, Calhoun and Arizona in
a crescent opened fire and began clos-
ing in upon them. The Queen of the
West was soon seen to be in flames
from the Union shells, and her two
consorts turned tail and sought safety
in flight the way they had come. Cnoke
ceased firing and sent his crew out in
boats to save the men of the burning
vessel, He rescued 90 of them before
it was seen that the flames were so
near the Queen of the West's maga-
zine that nothing more could be done.
The Union boats began retiring and
the Queen of the West blew up with
a4 loud noise and 30 of her crew per-
ished with her. Her five guns, how-
ever, were secured for the Union fleet.
This ended an unusually eventful ca-
reer for one vessel and gave the mas-
tery of the Atchafalaya Into Cooke's
hands as far as Butte-a-la-Rose, April
20 Cooke went on up the lake to Butte-
a-la-Rose and opened fire upon the
works, which, after returning a few
shots, hoisted the white flag and sur-
rendered the garrison of 60 men and
two 32-pounders, which cleared out all
opposition in that country, and Cooke
hastened on up the Atchafalaya to the

Red River. !

the Mississippl with a Jletter from
Banks asking Admiral Farragut to co-
operate with him in an attack upon
Alexandria and also to patrol the river
and look out for a force coming down
from the Arkansas country by the way
of Black River, He sent the Estrella
to follow the Arizona. Farragut im-
mediately ordered the two vessels
back, and sent with them the Alba-
tross, with Lieut.-Commander John F.
Hart in command of all of them. Hart
examined Black Rivar, found no indi-
cations of any force in that neighbor-
hood, and ran on up toward Alexan-
dria, reaching the neighborhood .of
Gordon’s Landing on the evening of
May 3. The next morning they start-
ed early, and at 8:40 reached the bluff
and bend which had bcen the scene of
the capture of the Queen of the West
10 weeks before. Not desfring to run
into the same trap, Hart moved slowly
around the biluff te investigate, and
saw in front of him a fort with three
casemates—Fort DeRussey—the guns
of which commanded the lonz stretch
of the river in front of it. Two river
steamers, with steam up, lay near the
fort and a flatboat upon which had
heen mounted one of the heavy guns
taken from the Indianola. Near these
was a heavy raft blocking the siream

and secured by chains to both banks.
| The Albatross moved up to within 500
vards and opened fire, though she was
{much embarrassed by the eddies and
|Lh(- intricacy of the channel, She kept
;up the fight 40 minutes, encountering
not only the heavy guns of Fort De-
tussey but a storm of rifle shots from
the men on the river steamers, who
were contemplating repeating Magrud-
er's exploft at Galveston in boarding
the gunboats and carrying them by
overwhelming force. ATter having been
kulled 11 times, having her spars and
rigging injured and Iosing {wo Imen
killed and four wounded Licut.-Com-
mander Hart decided that the force
was too strong for him to grapple with
with his light fleet and gave the order
to retire. On his wav down the river he
met Commodore Porter, who had left
Grand Gulf as soon as he saw it in

possession of Grant, and started for
the Red River, taking with him the
flagship Benton, the Lafayette, Pitts-
burg, Priece, the ram Switzerland and
the tug Ivy. Porter ordered the Es-
trella and Arizona to join him, sent
the Albatross back toe Farrasut, and
{ started up the river gegain, arriving in
front of Fort DeRussey on the evening
of May 5, to find the fort abandoned
and all the guns, exeept one 64-pound-
er, removed. The raft was struck hy
the Price’'s ram and spened, and the
Arizona, being the fa%test ves=el, was

rushed ahead to surprigse anv steamer
that might be at Alexandria. She found
that the town had been evacuated by
Taylor, who had removed most of the
Confederate public property to Shreve-
port, 350 miles farther up, whither the
gunboats could not follow him.

Bunks's Aslvance.

From Opelousag Banks marched on
quite deliberately toward Alexandria.
His men now had an experience such
as does not often eome to soldiers in
the field. They were like Grant’s men
in his operations in the rear of Vicks-
byrg before he regained his line of
supplies above the eity, <In that fer-
tile country, so far uWtouched by war,
there was an abundance of fresh meat
of all kinds, Including pouliry. At
first the men reveled in the echanze
from army rations, but it was not long
before they became disgusted with
chicken, fresh pork, beef, mutton and
corn bread, so that they loathed the
sight of such food. April 23 the little
steamer Cornie arrived at Barre's
Landing from the base of supplles at
Brashear City with a full cargo of
army rations, and the men howled
their delight at getting back to the
good old salt pork, hardtack, coffee
and sugar.

April 24 Banks indulged in a quite
unnecessary review of his entire army
on one of the fine prairics near Opel-
ousas. He found that all his regiments
had been cut down severely by the
march, which told hardly upon his
new soldiers, but those who appeared
in line were in the hest of spirits and
anxious for further service.

Taylor's army wos rapidly going to
pieces, and near Opeléusas the Texans
left him In a body to return to their
own State.~ He withdrew with what
was left to him toward Alexandria, but
made the march as deliberately as pos-
sible and checked Banks's pursuit by
burning the bridges over the bayous
and rivers as he passed them. Banks
made no haste, as Grant, Sheridan or
Thomas would have done to cateh this
remnant and destroy it, but instead
marched forward « deliberately and
halted hefore the burnt bridges to give
his engineers abundant time to con-
struct new ones.

The roads were good, the weather
fine, and though Banks had definitely
set to be in Alexandria on the morning
of May 9, Weitzel’'s Division reached a
point some 12 miles from Alexandria
on the afternoon of May 7, gnd was
there Informed by the cavalry that
Porter was already fn the river off Al-
exandria and that the town had been
abandoned by Taylor. The regiments
began a race for the honor of belng
the first to enter the city, and at 10
o'clock that evening Weitzel’s old bri-
gade reached the town ahead of all the
others. At Alexandr.a Banks had a
long conference with Porter and it
was decided that as the river was fall-
ing Porter should withdraw with
all his vessels except the Lafayette. He
was to send four gunboats up the
Black River to meore certainly ascer-
tain the condition of affairs in north-
ern Louisiana and Arkansas. Gen.
Weitzel followed the Confederate rear
guard to Lawson's Ferry, 41 miles
above Alexandria, taking a few prison-
ers and coming near to capturing Tay-
lor himself.

Gen Bankws’s Ultemlor Objectn.

Gen. Banks kept himself busy if he
did not his army. ©One of the reasons
for his supersession of Butler was that
the clamor over Batler's drastic policy
had become too great for the Adminis-
tration to longer disypegard. As usual
in the Southern States, the Union men
in Louisiana were divided into two hos-
tile camps which hated one another
quite as much as y did the common
enemy. Butler’s rule had been highly
satisfactory to the .smaller and more
radical faction, but quite distasteful to
the wealthier, mora influential and con-
servative Unifonists, These now urged
that as Butler hadjmpplied the cautery
quite severely to the Secession inflam-
mation, it was timé for a gentler hand
to soothe with an egmollient. If this
were done with suffiefent skill and tact
the erring Loulniaqlans could be
brought back to their allegiance. Banks
went to New Orleahs -with Instructions
to put on the poultica dressing. Where
Butler had confiscated the plantations
of leading rebels. and run them in the
interests of the asury, and to pro-
vide work and bréad for the negroes,
Banks restored thgm to their owners
and encouraged them to resume opera-
tions. He strongly encouraged the re-
vival of all r of busipess in New
Orleans. Tﬂﬁu law was restored
wherever it be done with safety,
and in many places where it could not,
The people were to be put as nearly
as possible into the conditien of those
in the peaceful parts of country,

(Continued on sixth page.)
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The Confederates still moved on our
right, and on the evening of the 27th it
was known that Stonewsall Jackson had
passed through Thoroughfare Gap and
was then concentrating his forces on
the plains of Manassas.

On the 26th telegraphic communi-
cation with Washington had been in-
terrupted. Expected relnforeements
from MecClellan's army, with the ex-
ception of the Pennsylvania Reserves,
under Reynolds (afterward killed at
Gettysburg), 2,600 strong, had failed
to arrive. Under the circumstances
Pope decided to abandon the line of
the Rappahannock and attack Jackson
bhefore assistance could reach him from

A MONTH OF BATTLES.

Pope’s Virginia Campaign—Splendid Fighting on Both Sides and

Points.

By PHIL K. FAULK, Co. F, 1ith Pa.
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lifeless body failed to discover a single
wound or scratch, He had probably
been killed by the concussion of air
caused by a passing shot or sheil. Such
instances have been known,

During the night after the battle two
of the wounded of our regiment died in
the ambulances, On a little knoll near
Bristoe Station they were placed side
by side in a single grave to slumber on
unmoved by the tread of hostile armies
or the carnage of battle.

The Battle of Groveton.

sion moved to Manassas, passing Fitz
John Porter's Corps of 13,000 men.
We were soon to mingle again in mor-
tal conflict with the flower of the Con-
federate armies skillfully led by the
greatest military captains of the South
On this day was fought the great bat-

LONGSTREET'S MARCH

Longsireet's powerful corps of
men.

25,000
Fitz-John Porter Arriven,

About this time Fitz-John Porter
with 13,000 bayonets reporied from
MeClellan's army, also two divisions of
the Third Corps, under Gens. Hooker
and Phil Kearny, numbering 10,000
ment. These were all the reinforce-
ments received from the Army of the
Potomac until after the battle of Ma-
nassas. They numbered in all, includ-
ing Platt's Brigade, 25,000 men.

On the evening of the 27th Ricketts's
Division was at Gainesville, hav-
ing marched from Warrenton. Early
on the morning of the 28th the com-
mand was again in motion. The heavy
hoom of arilllery far to the right told
that Sigel and Jackson had met, and
indicated that we were also approach-
ing the hour for deadly and earnest
work.

Upon arriving at Haymarket Hart-
suff's Brigade was at once ordered to
pugh forward to Thoroughfare Gap,
through which Longstreet was expect-
ed to pass, with orders to hold the Gap
until dark. The men left knapsacks
at Haymarket and moved forward
five miles to the Gap, our regiment
(the 11th Pa.) in advance. Whilst
marching to Thoroughfare a most des-
perate battle was taking place on our
right, where Gibbon's Iron Brigade
and Doubleday’'s Brigade, composed of
the 76th and 95th N, Y. and 56th Pa.,
fought flve times their number. This
was called the battle of Gainesville,
and is thus described by Gen. Talia-
ferro (Confederate) of Jackson’'s
Corps:

“It was one of the most terrific con-
flicts that can be conceived. For two
hours and a half, without an instant’s
cessation of the most deadly discharges
of musketry, round shot and shell, both
sides stood unmoved, neither advanc-
ing and neither broken nor yielding,
until at last about 9 o’clock at night
the enemy slowly and sullenly fell
back."”

Stonewall Jackson called this *“a
fierce and sanguinary confliet.”” More
than one-third of the Federal command
}u:s(;] left dead and wounded on the
ield.

To return to our brigade, while mov-
ing toward Thoroughfare Gap the con-
fused noise of battle rolled continuous-
ly from our right. Hardly a breath of
air rustled the somber pine foliage and
the flags drooped lazily from their
staffs, covered with dust from the
parched roadways. No martial muste
smote upon the. thick, sultry air.

In a short time our advance was
climbing up the rugged sgides of the
gap. Once upon the summit, D. R.

THROUGH THOROUGHFARE GAP.

tle of Groveton, in which our division
took no active part.

At Manassas Junetion evidences of
preparation for battle were everywhere
seen. On our left the boom of the
deep-mouthed cannon smote incessant-
ly upon our ears, while clouds of dust
and smoke hung like misty wvapors
above all the surrounding country. The
terrible paraphernalia of war was in
readiness for bloody work.

Ricketts's Division was moved to
the extreme right, arriving there about
sunset. In our front the sharp detona-
tions of vollies of musketry mingling
with wild cheers sent a strange thrill
of excitement through every heart. We
could see the pale-blue battle smoke as
it lifted from the struggling lines and
v.as wafted toward us by the evening
breeze, In our rear the rattle of

On the morning of the 29th the divi-

the deafening thunder of musketry and
artillery, the devoted brigade pressed
forward *“iInto the valley of dJdeath—
into the mouth of hell.” XNo martial
miusic cheered the weary ranks. Only
the wild excitement of battle sustained

the column as the rebel batteries
vomited forth their deadly iron hall
and the terrible zip-zip of the minle
ball was gquenched in blood. As we

crossed Cub Run streams of stragglers
and wounded poured down from Bald
Hill. A great many of them wore the
red breeches of the Zouaves and their
brilliant uniforms had made them cone-
spicuous marks for the enemy’s rifles
One poor fellow passed us with a
{frightful wound in the face, a shot hav-
ing carried away his mouth and lower
jaw,

Our brigade now deployed inwo line
and advanced, guide right, toward the
summit of Bald Hill. As we reached
the crest upon which our batteries had
been posted a hurricane of shot and
shell burset suddenly upon us, causing
the line to recoil, but only momentar=
ily. Just before we entered this te
ble fire a stalwart, whiskered artillery

man, driving from the field with his
gun, drawled out deliberately: “Don'c
be discouraged, boys: we'rea no cows

ards, but we're out of ammunition.”

Thus our infantry were sent in from,
whence the artillery had retired, fou
every piece had been withdrawn f(romns
the hill. Regiment after regimen)
swept forward swiftly, almost, as the
wreathing clouds of smoke that were
carried from the field by the southy
wind, and flung into line of battle fillec:
up the gap through which the massedt
divisions of the enemy were attempling
to pour.

Immediately upon reaching Bald
Hill the command *“Attention!—Fix
bayonets!" rang out in tones strong and
ciear. Instantly the nervous click and
rattle of steel ran along the line and
the polished bayonets reflected fiercely
the glitter of the sun's raves. 1 mo-
mentarily expected the order to charge
against the oncoming lines of gray, and
feit even anxious for the maddening
excitement of such an advance, XNo such
orders came, the brigade moving
some rods by the left flank under a
murderous fire of musketry and artil-
lery. But it was now our time 1o re-
I-ly, and immediately our whole line
was ablaze with spiteful streams of fire
as our musketry opened fiercely on the
heavy gray masses that came rolling on
like a huge, resistless billow ready to
engulf all opposition. In the face of
our fire their lines pressed forward with
desperate courage, with their battle
flags pushed bravely to the front. The
ground had become encumbered with
the dead and dying. Great pools of
clotted blood stained the trampled
grass, while groans, imprecations and
prayers mingled with e roar of bhat-
tle and the hoarse voifes of the cémse
batants. 'The rebel yvell was easily idis-
tinguishable from the full, round in-
tonations of the cheers which rolled
from our lines. It was Longstireet's
Corps massed in solid lines of atrack
and pushed forward with a desperate,
unyielding purpese that formed _ the
serried array in our front. Their
formation was in echelon. Line after
line came on in grand and beautiful
order, while from commanding ridges
in their rear batleries of artiliery
hailed into our ranks a storm scarcely
less -destructive than the flerce peiling
of musketry that assalled us from their
immediate front.

Breast to Breast Fighting.
At this critical period Gen. Towersg

The

wheels was heard continuously.
artillery was geiting into position.
The Fight at Bald HIill

As the curtain of night spread its
somber pall over the embattled hosts,

reviving dews rescended upon the
parched and dusty plains. With the
coming morn the heavy thunder of

cannon announced the opening of an-
‘other chapter in the fierce drama al-
ready begun. As the sun rose majes-
tically toward the meridian, at times
dimmed by dust and smoke, but still
glorious in the beauty of Summer, both
armies maneuvered for the advantage
in position, Heavy artillery firing
opened at various points along the line,
but the decisive hour for general con-
flict had not yet arrived.

At 2 o'clock in the afternoon of the

e

Jones's Georgia Brigade and Anderson's
Alabamians were encountered and a
desperate infantry fight ensued. For
four hours Ricketts's Division held the
enemy in check until ordered to fall
back at 8 o'clock in the evening. Dur-
ing the night Longstreet’s Corps filed
through the gap and bivouacked on the
plains of Manassas, within a quarter of
a mile of our lines.

. The loss of our brigade was severe.
In our regiment (11th Pa.) the loss
amounted to 62—18 killed, 37 wounded
and seven missing. Among the Kkilled
were Capt. Shanks, of Co. B, and Lieut.
Saxton, of Co. D, and among the severe-
ly wounded were Capt. John B. Keen-
an, of Co. K, and Lieut. Tapp, of Co. B.
Our killed were left on the field.
Among the killed was a young man
named McLees, of Co. G, His father,
of the same company, seeing him fall,

POSITION OF OPPOSING FORCES, EVENING OF AUG. 28.

ralas! for the prospective

iran to him, and upon examining his

30th of August Hartsuff's Brigade was
ordered a short distance to the rear to
draw rations of fresh beef. While
thus employed orders came to “fall in”
for the front. Arms had been stacked,
and numbers of the men were prepar-
ing coffee and the blue smoke curled
gracefully from numerous fires, when,
coffee, the
portly form of Gen. McDowell, superb-
ly mounted and followed by an escort,
emerged from an adjacent wood and in
a loud and clear voice gave the com-
mand: “Fall in, men! Fall in! Gen.
Pope is driving. them with 50,000
men!” - These words I heard distinet-
ly. In am {instant the bristling lines
were form the head of the column
was ready, i “Forward by the right
flank!” rang from front to rear. Three
thbusand rifies gleamed in the rays of

who was in command of
Brigade, was seriously wounded. Col.
Fletcher Webster, of the 12th Mass.,
“a noble son of an jllustrious sire,”
had fallen. Col. Stiles, of the 83d N,
Y., was absent on detached duty, and
the command of the brigade devolved
upon Col. Coulter, of the 11th Pa.

“Do the best you can (o hold the
position, Colonel,” were the words of
Gen. Towers as he was borne bleeding
from the field.

The battle now raged at its height,
and the incessant roar of artillery and
musketry was appalling. Liecut.-Col.
Thos. S. Martin, of the 11th Pa.., was
pierced through the heart with a minie
ball within six feet of me. No braver
spirit eseended to the God of battles
from that fatal field. Our Major, H.

Harisuff's

be steady and firm, was struck by a
musket ball on the temple and fell
from his saddle, apparently dead.
Col. Coulter's horse received a shot
through the neck. Bash, a comrade of
Co. F, recelved a rifie ball through the
heart, and as a comrade caught him
as he fell he exclaimed: “Let me die,
and pitch in!” Hugh Blakeny, David
Atchison, Michael O'Leary and Sam
Rumbaugh, also comrades of Co. F,
were lying dead upon the gory field.

The entire surface of Bald Hill was
covered with the dead and dying. The
enemy’s line still advancing, dur right
wing was compelied to fall back, but
not until half its number had fallen.,
Suddenly a wild yell and a murderous
roll of musketry far to the left told
that our position was flanked and the
day was lost. Then commenced the
second memorable retreat from the
disastrous field of Manassas. In broken
masses our forces on this part of the
line fell back across Bull Run, and
bivouacked for the night on the heights
of Centerville.

After our repulse on Bald Hill and
while the Confederates held our posi-
tion, I ecame up with Col. Dick Coulter,
of the 11th Pa., who in the face of al-
most certaln death had turned upon the
exultant foe. 1 obeyed his command:
“Give the sons of guns ——! Give
them one more shot, them!"”

The Colonel was an adept in the use
of strong and emphatic language, and
his words here are considerably medi-
fied to fit printer's ink. My last shot
sped at short range into the close
ranks of the advancing foe. A few mo-
ments later I was quenching my thirst
from the little rivulet, Cub Run, in
the rear of our former line of battle,
As I gained the opposite bank a shriek-
ing shell struck the ground at my feet,
and I fell, covered with dust and
gravel, but fortunately, unhurt. Just
previously Corp’'l Geo. Cribbs, of Co.
I, fell mortally wounded at my side,
and fell into the hands of the enemy.

As yell after yell burst like the howl
of wild beasts from the gray maSses
that crowned the summit of Bald Hilil,

the sultry sun, and the starry flags
fluttered proudly in the breeze. Amid

{Continued on page six.)

A. Frink, while exhorting the line to-
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